
MEET THE ARTIST

Teho Ropeyarn is an Indigenous Queensland 
artist from Injinoo on the Cape York Peninsula. 
He currently lives and works in Cairns. 

Teho is passionate about preserving and 
documenting stories and knowledge passed 
down from the Injinoo Elders. 

As permitted by the Elders, Teho uses carving 
and printmaking techniques to depict his 
culture, drawing on traditional stories and 
ceremonial designs, totems, knowledge of 
Country and the environment. 
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TEHO ROPEYARN



In his work, Teho creates large-scale linocut  
and vinyl relief prints. 

To create a relief print, an artist starts with  
a flat piece of material (such as a linoleum  
block) and carves out pieces of it to create  
a picture. When the carving is complete, ink  
or paint is applied to its surface and the block  
is pressed to paper, transferring the image. 

In this activity, Teho invites you to create a  
relief print featuring a pattern or an abstract 
design of your own invention.

Did you know that in an abstract artwork,  
the artist focuses on their use of colour,  
line, shape and texture rather than trying  
to accurately represent things from the  
real world?

YOU WILL NEED: 

 × 3 flat pieces of thick cardboard 

 × a selection of materials with 
interesting textures (e.g., small 
pieces of fabric, aluminium foil, 
leaves, sand)

 × glue

 × scissors

 × water-based ink or acrylic paint

 × a paintbrush or roller

 × paper

Tip! 
In his art, Teho uses designs and 
stories from his culture which  
are deeply meaningful to him.

Can you think of any pictures, 
patterns or shapes that are  
special to you?

Teho Ropeyarn / Uyinthayn 2017 / Ink and mixed media vinyl-cut print with acrylic wash on Hahnemühle paper /  
180 x 124cm / Edition of 10 / Photograph: Michael Marzik / Image courtesy: The artist and Onespace Gallery



Tip!
You can use a paint roller and a piece  
of cardboard to help prepare your ink. 

To do this, squeeze some ink onto a 
separate piece of cardboard, then use  
a roller to spread it out until you have  
an even consistency. 

INSTRUCTIONS

1 Arrange your materials on a piece of 
thick cardboard to create a pattern  
or an abstract design. 

2 When you are happy with your 
arrangement, glue the materials  
in place.

3 Using a paintbrush, lightly dab ink  
or paint onto the different surfaces  
of your arrangement.

4 While the ink or paint is still wet,  
place a piece of paper on top of  
your arrangement. 

5 Place a piece of cardboard on top of  
the paper and press down gently. 

6 Remove the top piece of cardboard  
and carefully lift the paper to reveal 
your print.
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