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About 
me

I was born in 1929 in 
Matsumoto City, 
Japan, and I’m the 
youngest child.  

I have two older brothers and an 

older sister. I left Japan when I 

was 28 and went to New York City 

so my art works could be seen by 

people from all over the world. 

Now I live in Tokyo.

I can’t imagine
being anything 
but an artist

This photo was 
taken in 1939 
when I was 10 

years old.

This is me with 
my family.

Personal photography kindly 
supplied by the artist



If I could be born again,  
I’d be an artist again.

I’ve been drawing every day 

ever since I can remember. 

Even as a child, I was already 

drawing polka dots and 

repeating images in pictures. 

I still draw them now. My life 

itself is art. I liked talking to flowers. 

Why I am 
   an artist

When I first 
became 
interested 
in art

This is me with 
my sculptural 

art work Flowers 
That Bloom at 
Midnight 2010.

How many art works have I created? 
As many as the number of stars!

 What I liked doing
when I was a child

YAYOI KUSAMA
LEFT
Installation view of Flowers That Bloom at 
Midnight 2010 as part of the Aichi Triennale, 
Nagoya, Japan, 2010 / Collection: The artist / 
Image courtesy: KUSAMA Enterprise, Ota Fine 
Arts, Tokyo, Singapore / © YAYOI KUSAMA



I made my first ‘Infinity’ mirror 

rooms in the 1960s and they 

developed into Soul under the 

moon. By standing alone in the 

middle of Soul under the moon, 

anyone can experience infinity. 

About my art work

What will  
I do next?

You’ll have to wait and see!  

I’ll keep making art works as 

long as I live. My mind is filled 

with ideas, but I don’t think 

I’ll have enough time to make 

them all happen. 

YAYOI KUSAMA 
Narcissus garden 1966 / 
Performance at the 33rd 
Venice Biennale / Image 
courtesy: KUSAMA 
Enterprise, Ota Fine 
Arts, Tokyo, Singapore / 
© YAYOI KUSAMA

YAYOI KUSAMA 
RIGHT
Soul under the moon (detail) 2002 / Mirrors, 
ultra violet lights, water, plastic, nylon thread, 
timber, synthetic polymer paint / 340 x 712.1 
x 600cm / The Kenneth and Yasuko Myer 
Collection of Contemporary Art. Purchased 
2002 with funds from Michael Simcha Baevski 
and The Myer Foundation, a project of the 
Sidney Myer Centenary Celebration 1899–1999, 
through the Queensland Art Gallery Foundation 
and The Yayoi Kusama Queensland Art Gallery 
Foundation Appeal

When my 
work is shown 
in a different 
environment, it’s 
new again. 

Narcissus 
garden was 

first exhibited 
at the Venice 

Biennale in 1966. 
Everyone was 

talking about it. 



You will need
•   A sheet of paper

Take a piece of paper and tear it 
into little pieces. You can choose a 
sheet in your favourite colour or use 
paper that is no longer needed, like 
old wrapping paper or even an old 
shopping list. How small can you 
make the pieces? Try tossing the 
little pieces up into the air and watch 
them land all around you. You could 
ask a friend to take a photo of you 
throwing the paper pieces in the air.

Make a pile of  
tiny paper pieces 

YOURturn Activity!

When I was young, I used to 
enjoy tearing paper into small 

pieces until the very end.


