
Pixel
collage

Kohei Nawa is fascinated by the thousands 
of tiny pixels (or coloured dots) that form 

the images on our computer screens.  
These pixels inspire Kohei to create his 

sculptures, which he makes with different 
materials, including glass beads and prisms, 
to cover found objects so that their original 

shape becomes distorted or magnified.  

Try creating your own  
pixelated image!
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Materia ls

A picture of your  
favourite animal

+
A plain piece of A3 paper

+
Glue 

+
Scissors

Find

Find your favourite animal  
on the internet and print it. If you 
do not have a printer you could 

take an interesting full-page image 
from a magazine.
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Create

Imagine your animal is made  
up of very small particles, like 

pixels. Cut your image into small 
shapes, such as squares, triangles, 

diamonds, or even long strips.

Once you have finished, arrange 
your small shapes into an 

interesting pattern on the page.

When you are happy with your 
composition, glue down the shapes 

to create an abstract collage.
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Kohei Nawa

Kohei Nawa was born in 1975 in 
Osaka, Japan and now lives and 

works in Kyoto, Japan. As a child, 
Kohei was very interested in the 

night sky. Today he is fascinated by 
how we navigate and understand 

objects in the virtual world via 
the internet. He enters keywords 
into online search engines and 

creates sculptures based on the 
images that are returned. In these 

sculptures, Kohei uses different 
materials, including glass beads, 
prisms, plaster and spray foam,  

to cover found objects so that their 
original shapes become distorted 

or magnified. By doing this, he 
challenges our idea of what is real 

and what is virtual.

KOHEI NAWA
Japan b.1975

PixCell-Double Deer#4 2010
Mixed media
224 x 200 x 160cm
Purchased 2010 with funds from the Josephine  
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