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You can find these Australian Collection portraits in
QAG Gallery 2 and Gallery 10.

The Archibald Prize is a major prize for portraiture
in Australia and is awarded each year to the best

‘So long as people expect paintings to be

portrait painted by an Australian artist. Many portraits in

simply coloured photographs they get no

the QAGOMA Collection have either won or been shortlisted

individuality and in the case of portraits,

in the Archibald Prize, or have been painted by an artist

no characterisation. The real artist is striving

recognised in the Archibald Prize.

to depict his subject’s character and to stress
the caricature.’1 – William Dobell

WHAT IS A PORTRAIT?
FIGURATIVE
Figurative style refers to any
form of art that resembles
something that exists in the
real world. The term is often
applied to human figures.

EXPRESSIONISM
Expressionism is an artistic
style that emphasises the
feelings and emotions of the
artist rather than reality.

ABSTRACT
Abstract art does not
attempt to accurately
represent the real world,
but uses a variety of shapes,
colours, forms and lines.
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Michael Zavros,
Bad dad 2013
Archibald Prize Finalist 2013
Bad dad captures a moment in which
the artist has cast himself in the role of
Narcissus, a figure from ancient Greek
mythology who fell in love with his own
reflection.
What first catches your eye when you
look at this painting? Is anything missing?
Why do you think the artist has called
this painting Bad dad? Discuss your ideas
with a friend.

William Dobell, The Cypriot 1940
William Dobell won the Archibald Prize
three times — in 1943, 1948 and 1959.
The Cypriot is a portrait of William Dobell’s friend

William Dargie, Albert Namatjira

Aegus Gabrielides who worked as a waiter in a cafe.
Look closely. Does anything about this painting seem

1957

strange or unrealistic?

Archibald Prize Winner 1957

Do you think The Cypriot has been exaggerated in any
way to better express his character or personality?

Albert Namatjira is an important figure in Aboriginal art,

Write down your ideas and share with a friend.

well known for his watercolour landscapes of his country.
William Dargie’s portrait depicts Albert in a certain way.
What does it tell us about his character?

Ben Quilty references William Dargie’s portrait of Albert
Namatjira in his work Albert 2014 on display in ‘Quilty’ in

Look at the background colours chosen by the artist.

GOMA Gallery 1.3.

What do you think the colours represent?
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Sam Fullbrook, Ernestine Hill 1970
Archibald Prize Finalist 1970
Ernestine Hill was an Australian journalist, travel writer and novelist.
What has the artist emphasised about Ernestine’s appearance?
This portrait tell us much more about Ernestine than what she actually
looked like. What do you think the artist wanted us to know about her
character? Can you explain how he has captured a sense of mystery
in this painting?

Vincent Namatjira, Albert and Vincent 2014
Vincent Namatjira was a finalist in the Archibald Prize
in 2017, 2018 and 2019.
Vincent Namatjira spent many hours in the Queensland Art Gallery
viewing the portrait of his famous great-grandfather, Albert Namatjira,
painted by William Dargie. Vincent sketched himself standing next to
Albert’s portrait and made his painting a portrait of them both.
Compare this work to William Dargie’s portrait of Albert. What
differences and similarities do you notice between the two paintings?
What does Vincent’s portrait tell us about his relationship with Albert?
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The following works are in the Collection of the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery
of Modern Art:

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968,
no part may be reproduced without prior written permission of the copyright owners.

Michael Zavros / Australia b.1974 / Bad dad 2013 / Oil on canvas / 110 x 150cm /
Purchased 2016 with funds raised through the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of
Modern Art Foundation Appeal / © Michael Zavros

Requests and inquiries concerning reproduction and rights should be addressed to the
publisher. Copyright for texts in this publication is held by the Queensland Art Gallery |
Gallery of Modern Art.

William Dargie / Australia 1912–2003 / Portrait of Albert Namatjira 1956 /
Oil on canvas / 102.1 x 76.4cm / Purchased 1957 / © QAGOMA

This resource has been developed by QAGOMA Learning staff.

William Dobell / Australia 1899–1970 / The Cypriot 1940 / Oil on canvas /
123.3 x 123.3cm / Gift of the Godfrey Rivers Trust through Miss Daphne Mayo 1943 /
© QAGOMA
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The Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art (QAGOMA) acknowledges the
Turrbal and Yugara (Jagera) peoples who are the traditional custodians of the land
upon which the Gallery stands in Brisbane. We pay respect to Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander elders past and present and, in the spirit of reconciliation, acknowledge
the immense creative contribution Indigenous people make to the art and culture of
this country.

Vincent Namatjira / Western Arrernte/Pitjantjatjara people / Australia b.1983 /
Albert and Vincent 2014 / Synthetic polymer paint on linen / 120 x 100cm / Gift of
Dirk and Karen Zadra through the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art
Foundation 2014. Donated through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts
Program / © Vincent Namatjira/Copyright Agency, 2019
Sam Fullbrook / Australia 1922–2004 / Ernestine Hill 1970 / Oil on canvas /
96.8 x 76.3cm / Gift of the artist 1972 / © QAGOMA
ENDNOTES
1 William Dobell, quoted in ‘Archibald Prize: Controversy and debate’, Art Gallery of
New South Wales, Sydney <https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/
history/controversy-and-debate/>, viewed May 2019.
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