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THINKING POINTS

AIR EXHIBITION FLOORPLAN

BREATHING EXERCISE

Bring attention to your breathing. 
Imagine your belly is a balloon.  

This balloon will inflate and get bigger 
as you breathe in, and smaller  

as you breathe out.

Place both hands on your belly.

Breathe in slowly through your nose  
to the count of 4 (1–2–3–4). 

Focus on filling your belly, rather  
than your chest, with air. Do you feel  

that balloon getting bigger?

Hold your breath for 4 seconds 
(1–2–3–4).

Breathe out slowly through your mouth 
as you count to 4 again (1–2–3–4).  

Do you feel the balloon getting smaller?

Indoor Outdoor

Clean air Dirty air

Real worlds Imagined worlds

Visible Invisible



Watch the cases closely. Do you see the puffs of air? 
What does the colour of the air make you think of?

The air moves in response to the noise of a nearby 
building site. What kinds of sounds do you hear at a 
building site? Which ones do you think would cause  
the air to move fast?

Imagine the scenes inside the cases are landscapes.  
Are we looking at the past or the future?

DORA BUDOR
Origins I-III 2019 1

How are these plants growing inside the Gallery?  
Can you name three things that plants need to survive?

This work explores pairs of contrasting ideas. In small 
groups, discuss what you think are the opposites  
(or antonyms) of the following terms. How might they 
relate to the sculpture?

Nature   |   Growth   |   Progress   |   Organic   |   Invisible

This sculpture is named Portal. Imagine the artwork is a 
doorway or gateway to another world. What do you think 
is on the other side?

JAMIE NORTH
Portal 2022 3

Follow lines of the pipes around the room with your eyes. 
Where do they start and where do they finish?  
Can you see the air move?

What do ventilation systems do? Why does the artist 
want to draw our attention to this feature of our built 
environment?

Imagine this system is helping the building breathe. What 
other systems help a building to function?

NANCY HOLT
Ventilation System 1985–92 2

How does the red colour of the neon light in this artwork 
make you feel? What does it make you think of? If the 
light was blue or green would it change the meaning of 
this work for you?

The artist has named this artwork Hot Spot. Discuss in 
small groups what the term ‘hot spot’ means.

The globe may be used as a symbol or emoji.  
What ideas does it represent?

MONA HATOUM
Hot Spot 2006 4



How many moths and butterflies do you think are in  
this room? 

Are moths and butterflies usually black? Why do you 
think the artist has chosen this colour?

Why have the insects gathered inside the Gallery?  
What do you imagine has happened outside to make  
them want to be inside?

CARLOS AMORALES
Black Cloud 2007/2018 6

Can you identify the different objects that make up  
this artwork?

This installation takes the form of thousands of birds 
flying together in a special kind of formation called 
a murmuration. Write a list of words to describe the 
movement that you see.

The artists say, ‘Winds bring change, knowledge and new 
ideas to those prepared to listen’. Listen to the artwork — 
what do you hear?

JONATHAN JONES AND  
UNCLE STAN GRANT SNR
untitled (giran) 2018
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Why is this person in bed and what is she looking at?

What do you imagine she is thinking about? If she could 
speak, what questions would you ask her?

Why do you think the artist has made this sculpture 
larger than life-size?

RON MUECK
In bed 2005 5

Count the number of spheres that make up this 
installation. What do they remind you of?

Imagine you could climb inside one of the spheres  
and use it to fly around in. Where would you travel  
to and why?

If this artwork represents an imagined future, what do 
you think this future is like?

TOMÁS SARACENO
Drift: A cosmic web of thermodynamic 
rhythms 2022

7



BACK IN THE CLASSROOM

WORD CLOUDS

Which artwork in ‘Air’ stands out the most to you and why? 
Write your thoughts on a piece of paper or fabric, using one or 
two colours that represent how you feel when you think about 
this artwork. Display your thoughts collectively as a class. 
Are there any patterns that emerge?

BUBBLE PRINTING

Combine water, dish soap and food colouring in a small bowl. 
Using a straw, blow bubbles into the mixture until they rise 
above the rim of the bowl. Gently place a piece of paper 
onto the bubbles, then lift the paper away. The bubbles 
will pop against the paper, leaving a pattern. Experiment 
using different colours and techniques to create different 
compositions. Consider how you could use this method to 
represent the sky above a place that has meaning for you.

TREE TALES

Do you know any books or stories about trees? Talk about 
your favourite stories featuring trees, and read them to one 
another. Here are some suggestions: 

• The Memory Tree by Britta Teckentrup

• My Tree and Me: A Book of Seasons by Jo Witek

• Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of Kenya  
by Donna Jo Napoli

• Under My Tree by Muriel Tallandier

• The Old Frangipani Tree at Flying Fish Point by Trina Saffioti 

Think about a tree in your backyard, at your local park, or a tree 
you see on your way to school every day. Create an artwork 
inspired by this tree and give your work a title. Write a short 
story to accompany the picture about why your tree is special.

MOVING AIR

As a class, discuss how you know air exists. (If you need help, 
think about your senses: can you see air? Feel air? Hear air? 
Smell air? Can you taste air?). We can see, feel, even hear air 
when it moves: for example, on a windy day. Using a small fan 
or hairdryer, experiment to discover what kinds of objects  
and materials can be moved by air. Using a selection of these 
materials, devise a 3D artwork that can be activated by the 
movement of air.

CALL TO ACTION

Research the causes and impacts of global warming and what 
can be done to slow it down. Watching Big Weather: Global 
impacts of a warmer climate is a good place to start.

Think about how artists in ‘Air’ visualise and communicate 
ideas about changes in the air around us. In groups, create a 
short documentary or animation that explains the ways that 
global warming could be impacting your local area, drawing 
on ideas in the ‘Air’ exhibition.

AT THE ENTRACE TO GOMA 
LOOK FOR THE BODHI TREE

LEE MINGWEI
Bodhi Tree Project 2006

The Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi tree in Sri Lanka is one of 
the most sacred trees in the world. It was planted 
more than 2500 years ago, grown from a cutting 
taken from the tree under which the Buddha achieved 
enlightenment. It is considered the oldest living tree 
planted and continuously cared for by people.

In the early 2000s, Taiwanese-born artist Lee Mingwei 
approached Raja Maha Temple, custodian of the ancient 
Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi tree, and after considerable 
consultation the head priest took a cutting from the tree 
and gave permission for it to be planted at GOMA.

This tree has a very special story. Can you think of a 
tree that is special to you? What makes it special?

Tree of Awakening (Bodhi Tree)
India

Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi Tree
Sri Lanka

Bodhi Tree
Brisbane

https://www.abc.net.au/education/big-weather-global-impacts-of-a-warmer-climate/13664442
https://www.abc.net.au/education/big-weather-global-impacts-of-a-warmer-climate/13664442


CAPTIONS
Unless otherwise stated, all images are © The artist

Dora Budor / Croatia b.1984 / Origin II (Burning of the Houses) (detail) 2019 / 
Custom environmental chamber (reactive electronic system, compressor, 
valves, 3D-printed elements, aluminium, acrylic, LED light, glass, wood, paint), 
organic and synthetic pigments, diatomaceous earth, FX dust, felt, ed. 3/3 / 
152 x 160 x 86cm / Purchased 2021. QAGOMA Foundation / Collection: 
QAGOMA / Photograph: Merinda Campbell, QAGOMA

Nancy Holt / United States 1938–2014 / Ventilation System (detail) 1985–92 / 
Steel ducts, turbine ventilators, shanty caps, fans, air / Overall dimensions 
variable: at QAGOMA, 5.2 x 8.5 x 13.3m / Collection: Holt/Smithson Foundation, 
New Mexico / © Holt/Smithson Foundation/Licensed by Artists Rights Society, 
New York / Photograph of presentation at Bildmuseet 2022: Mikael Lundgren / 
Image courtesy: Holt/Smithson Foundation and Bildmuseet, Umea, Sweden

Jamie North / Australia b.1971 / Flume 2013 (detail), with Ficus rubiginosa / 
Cement, coal ash, steel slag, iron oxide, organic matter, various Australian 
plants / 30cm base diameter; height variable / Image courtesy: Jamie North 
and Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney / Photograph: Ashley Barber / © Jamie North/
Copyright Agency, 2022

Mona Hatoum / Lebanon/United Kingdom b.1952 / Hot Spot 2006 / Stainless 
steel and neon tube / 230 x 223 x 223cm / The David and Indrė Roberts 
Collection / Courtesy: The Roberts Institute of Art, London / Image courtesy: 
Galerie Max Hetzler, Berlin | Paris / Photograph: Jörg von Bruchhausen

Ron Mueck / England b.1958 / In bed (detail) 2005 / Mixed media / Purchased 
2008. Queensland Art Gallery Foundation / Collection: QAGOMA

Carlos Amorales / Mexico b.1970 / Black Cloud 2007/2018 (installation view, 
Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam) / 30 000 black laser-cut and hand-folded paper 
butterflies (30 different butterfly and moth species in five sizes with a wave wing 
pattern), ed. 1/3 (+ 1 A.P.) / Dimensions variable / Purchased 2022 with funds 
from Tim Fairfax AC through the QAGOMA Foundation / Collection: QAGOMA / 
Image courtesy: kurimanzutto, Mexico City

Tomás Saraceno / Argentina b.1973 / Aerocene 2 and Aerocene 1.2 (installation 
view, ‘163,000 Light Years’, Museo de Arte Contemporáneo de Monterrey 2016) / 
Image courtesy: Tomás Saraceno / Photograph: Studio Tomás Saraceno

Jonathan Jones / Wiradjuri/Kamilaroi peoples / Australia b.1978 / with 
Dr Uncle Stan Grant Snr AM / Wiradjuri people / Australia b.1940 / untitled 
(giran) (detail) 2018 / Bindu-gaany (freshwater mussel shell), gabudha (rush), 
gawurra (feathers), marrung dinawan (emu egg), walung (stone), wambuwung 
dhabal (kangaroo bone), wayu (string), wiiny (wood), 48-channel soundscape / 
Sound design: Luke Mynott, Sonar Sound / Installed dimensions variable / 
Purchased 2018 with funds from Tim Fairfax AC through the QAGOMA 
Foundation / Collection: QAGOMA

Lee Mingwei / Taiwan / United States b.1964 / Bodhi Tree Project 2006 
(Bodhi Tree Blessing Ceremony, 2022) / Living installation, Bodhi tree, marble 
seats (designed by Lee Mingwei; carved by Paul Stumkat, Queensland) / 
Commissioned by the Queensland Government for the Millennium Arts Project, 
Queensland Cultural Centre, Bodhi Tree Lawn, QAGOMA / Photograph:  
Chloë Callistemon, QAGOMA
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