
Oscar 
Domínguez
Oscar Domínguez was born  
in 1906 on the Spanish island 
of Tenerife, in the Canary 
Islands, off the coast of Africa. 

Oscar’s family sold bananas to people  

in Europe. They made a lot of money,  

so when Oscar was young he lived like 

a little king! When he was 21, Oscar was 

sent to live in Paris to run his family’s 

business. He also went to art school 

there. Then his family lost all their money 

and Oscar had to find a new job, so he 

became an artist. Later, André Breton 

let him join the surrealists.

At dinner time, do the vegetables on 

your plate sometimes look like a funny 

face? When you gaze up at the clouds 

in the sky, do you see shapes that look 

like animals or people? Oscar and the 

surrealists loved this way of looking at 

the world — of seeing two things at 

once in the same object. They called it 

‘paranoiac-critical perception’ — can 

you say that?



Decalcomania

Activity!

The surrealists liked inventing new  

ways to make surprising images. In 

1936, Oscar Domínguez taught the 

surrealists a way of printing called 

‘decalcomania’. A decalcomania print 

is made with blots of ink or watercolour 

paint on a sheet of paper. Sometimes 

Oscar saw a picture in the blots and 

used it to start a drawing.

Why don’t you try it?

You will need:

•  A print out of one of  

the ink blot pages

•  Pencils or pens 

•  Lots of imagination

Instructions

1  Slowly turn the sheet of paper 

around in your hands while you 

look at the ink blots. Do the shapes 

look like anything? Perhaps they 

look like a landscape, a creature  

or an object.

2  When you’ve spotted something 

in the ink blots, use your pencils or 

pens to add to the shape to make 

a complete picture. 

There are two ink blot pages for you to 

use. Why don’t you try the other one?

When Oscar first moved to Paris he 
lived in Montmartre, a famous area 
of the city where many artists lived. 
He made money by painting small  
           pictures. One of his pictures 

was of a lady with a safety pin 
instead of a head!






