
Shadow
puppets

SANGEETA  
SANDRASEGAR

When Sangeeta Sandrasegar was a child 
she was interested in Indonesian shadow 

puppets, known as Wayang Kulit. These flat,  
cut-out figures are held up to light and the 
shadows they cast are used to tell stories.   

Create your own shadow  
puppet using the special template  

that Sangeeta has drawn. 

MORE 
ABOUT

Sangeeta
on the last page
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Materia ls

Puppet template 

+
Thick paper

+
Pencil

+
Scissors

+
Glue

+
Sticky tape

+
Bamboo skewers

+
A light source

such as a lamp or a strong torch

Add your shapes to the puppet  
using glue or sticky tape.

Create

Ask an adult to help you copy  
the puppet template onto thick 

paper and cut it out.

Think about what accessories  
and clothing you might want  

to add to your puppet. 

For example, do you  
want it to wear a hat? 

Use a pencil to draw the different 
accessories you would like your 

puppet to have. You can also use 
the objects on the template page.
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TIP 
Scissors or a hole punch 

can help you create extra 
detailing on your puppet 

accessories.
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Attach a bamboo skewer  
to the back of your puppet  

with sticky tape.

Position a lamp or a torch  
in front of a blank wall.  

Place your puppet in front of  
the light to create its shadow. 
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TIP 
If you do not have 
skewers at home, 
thin twigs work 
really well too. 
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Create a shadow puppet 
theatre to produce your 

own puppet show! 

Materia ls

Your puppet (see previous activity)

+
Cardboard box

+
Tissue paper

+
Sticky tape

+
Lamp or torch

Create

Cut a hole in the base of a 
cardboard box. Make sure that 

the box is big enough to fit your 
puppet inside.

Cut a piece of tissue paper  
slightly larger than the hole and 

tape it over the opening.

Shine a lamp or a torch inside  
the box and place your puppet 

between the light and the screen  
to create a shadow.
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TIP 
The closer you put your 

puppet to the screen, the 
clearer its shadow will be.

Puppet
theatre

*
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Sangeeta Sandrasegar

Sangeeta Sandrasegar was born  
in 1977 to Australian and Malaysian 

parents. Sangeeta spent her 
childhood between both countries 

before settling in Melbourne in 1987 
where she now lives and works. 
When Sangeeta was a child, she 
wanted to be a country vet or  

a lawyer, but when she was 16 she 
decided she wanted to be an artist. 

Today, Sangeeta creates delicate 
paper and sculptural works that 
explore her thoughts on living 

between different places,  
cultures and identities.

SANGEETA SANDRASEGAR
Australia VIC b.1977

Untitled no. 1 (from ‘Goddess of flowers’ series) 2003
Paper, beads and glitter
29.5 x 41cm (irreg.)
Purchased 2004. Queensland Art Gallery Foundation Grant
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