


About the exhibition
‘Embodied Knowledge: Queensland Contemporary Art’ is 
a showcase of recent and commissioned artworks by 
artists with a close connection to Queensland.

The exhibition explores a range of themes and offers a 
snapshot of Queensland’s artistic landscape. Many works 
respond to the nature and character of Queensland or 
challenge its accepted social and historical narratives. 
Other works explore the way in which human bodies have 
both a fixed and a fluid location in space, and how bodies 
of knowledge — systems and language — are expressed 
and find wider circulation.

DISCRETION ADVISED
Visitors are advised that artworks in this exhibition contain strong 
themes.

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY WARNING
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community members are 
respectfully advised that artworks in this exhibition refer to and 
depict people who have passed away, and include sensitive 
content concerning ancestral remains and cultural objects.



How to use this resource
This resource supports different approaches to the exhibition.

Analyse artworks through the personal, contemporary, cultural and 
formal contexts using the questions provided, or explore works by 
theme and consider the key ideas concerning Queensland 
contemporary artists.

After your visit, work through the scaffolding prompts of 
reflecting, experimenting and developing to form your own inquiry 
question in response to ‘Embodied Knowledge’. 
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Context Questions
Choose one or two of the contexts to foreground as you 
analyse and interpret artworks in the exhibition.

Contemporary context

How do artists use new 
technologies and novel 
materials to communicate 
meaning?

How do artists challenge and 
add new perspectives to 
Queensland’s accepted social 
and historical narratives?

How do artists use objects and 
materials to embody different 
time periods?

How do artists reflect on the 
ways bodies of knowledge —
systems and language — are 
expressed and find wider 
circulation in society?

How do artists consider 
present states of 
accumulation, both cultural 
and material? 

Personal context

How do artists draw attention 
to the role of place in personal 
experience?

How do artists investigate and 
analyse ideas of the self: 
bodily selves, digital selves, 
past/present/future selves?

How do artists communicate 
their personal journeys and 
family stories? 

How do artists explore the 
intimate relationship between 
bodies and objects, specifically 
those that can abstract or 
extend the body?

Cultural context

How do artists explore the 
potential of objects and 
symbols to embody knowledge 
and ideas?

How do artists create 
contemporary responses to 
cultural forms?

How do artists show respect 
for the knowledge keepers and 
traditional makers of their 
communities? 

Formal context

How do artists integrate 
personal and cultural symbols 
into their visual language?

How do artists draw attention 
to the significance of specific 
materials, and where and how 
materials are sourced?

How do artists show 
awareness of or respond to 
the physical space of the 
gallery in the display of their 
work?



Scaffolding Prompts
After your visit, use the following questions as a guide to developing your own open-ended inquiry question. 

Reflecting

Experimenting

Developing

What artwork, image, experience or 
idea stands out the most for you and 
why? 

Which of your senses (sight, sound, 
touch, smell, taste) are most strongly 
stimulated by these artworks? Why?

Which artwork had the most impact on 
your knowledge? What knowledge did 
you have before and what new 
insights did you gain from your 
experience?

What ideas presented in the exhibition 
are you interested in investigating 
further? Which artists are also 
interested in these ideas?

What materials, techniques and 
processes will you experiment with in 
response to these key artists?

Has your experimentation challenged 
or changed your thinking?

What will your own inquiry question 
be? What do you want to say?

What media, materials and processes 
will you use to communicate your 
message?

How does your question connect to 
your reflections and experiments? 
How will you resolve your focus?



This resource was developed by QAGOMA Learning in association with ‘Embodied Knowledge: Queensland 
Contemporary Art’ held at QAG from 13 August 2022 to 22 January 2023.
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