
André 
Masson
André Masson was born in 
1896 in the north of France. 
As a boy, André was a talented 
artist, and he went to art 
school when he was only 11. 

Later, as a teenager, André travelled 

around Europe. He didn’t have much 

money, so he had to do a lot of walking 

to get around — often without any 

shoes. André loved trying new things 

with his art. He made pictures by 

squirting glue onto his canvases, then 

dusting them with powdery paints  

that stuck to the glue. 

During World War One, 

André joined the army to 

fight for his country. As 

a soldier, he saw some 

terrible things. One night, 

in 1917, he was badly 

wounded in battle. He lay 

on the ground staring up 

at the sky, dreaming and 

seeing shapes in the stars. 

The war changed André’s 

view of the world and the 

kind of art he made. 

In Paris, André Masson 
lived in the same building 
as Joan Miró, another 
surrealist artist. Their art 
studios were right next 
door to each other and there 
was a small hole in the wall 
between their rooms. It 
was just big enough for the 
artists to chat and gossip 
about what their surrealist 
friends were up to.



Automatic 
drawing
André Masson used ‘automatic 

drawing’ to help him find images from 

deep inside his mind. André said that 

all you need to make an automatic 

drawing is ‘a little paper, a little ink’.  

But it’s not as easy as it sounds!

Activity!

Instructions

1  Set up a table with your pencils and 

paper and put on your blindfold 

2  Begin to draw with your pencil on 

the paper. Don’t think about what 

you are doing — just relax and let it 

happen

3  When you’ve finished, take a peek 

to see how it looks. Can you see 

any shapes or pictures?

4  Connect some lines with your 

pencil and see if any other images 

start to appear.

Next time, try to draw without lifting 

your pencil off the paper.

You will need:

•  Coloured pencils or pens

•  Large sheets of paper

•  A blindfold


