
TIE-DYE

Standing
out!



What is a  
tie-dye pattern? 
Tie-dye is a way of dyeing fabric 
to create swirly, streaky or 
blotchy patterns. Any colour of 
dye can be used, but bold bright 
colours are the most common. 

HERE’S HOW 
TO SAY IT:

TAI-DAI



Making 
tie-dye 
Tie-dye patterns are 
created by folding, 
tying or twisting the 
fabric so that when it is 
dyed, often with a few 
different colours, the dye 
can’t soak into all areas. 
This process creates 
unexpected and often 
kaleidoscopic patterns.

All about tie-dye 
Tie-dye is one of the oldest known 
methods of making colourful fabrics. 
The technique is thought to be over 
1500 years old and originated in India, 
China or Japan.

Many different cultures have developed 
their own versions of tie-dye, making it 
popular throughout the world. In India, 
tie-dye is called bandhana, from  
which we get the word ‘bandanna’ —  
a coloured handkerchief.

DID YOU KNOW?
A kaleidoscope is a tube 
containing mirrors and 
coloured objects. As you turn the 
tube, the reflections of the coloured 
objects create a changing pattern. 
Because this pattern is made up of 
rotated mirror images, it is known 
as a ‘tessellation’ (pronounced 
tess-uh-lay-shuhn).

Janis Joplin



Psychedelic 
tie-dye! 
Tie-dye was much 
loved by hippies in 
the 1960s. Hippies 
believed in peace and 
freedom and opposed 
war. They grew their 
hair long and wore ‘far 
out’ tie-dyed clothes 
to show that they 
didn’t want to follow 
society’s rules.

Music and 
tie-dye:  
Janis Joplin
Janis Joplin was an 
American singer–
songwriter who became 
famous in the late 
1960s as the lead singer 
of the psychedelic rock 
band Big Brother and 
the Holding Company. 
Her songs were about 
the power of love and 
being a free spirit.  
She was well known for 
wearing psychedelic 
clothing like feathers, 
bell-bottomed pants 
and tie-dyed shirts.  
She even slept on  
tie-dyed satin sheets!

WHAT DO  
YOU THINK?
What colours would 
you choose to make  
a tie-dye pattern?

Tie-dye is a psychedelic 
pattern. Popular with 
hippies, the psychedelic 
style celebrates bright 
colours and crazy,  
chaotic patterns!



JEMIMA WYMAN’S 
TIE-DYE COLLAGE 

This collage is part of Jemima Wyman’s ongoing 
series called ‘Aggregate Icons’. The collages are made 
using digital photographs of groups of people wearing 
handmade camouflage uniforms and masks. 

In her artwork, Jemima has used images of people 
wearing tie-dyed costumes. She has matched the colours 
of the costumes to the environment to make it look 
like the people are blending into their surroundings like 
camouflage. They also seem to merge into one another 
so that it is difficult to tell where one person ends and 
another begins — like a dazzle pattern.



Jemima Wyman, Aggregate Icon (Kaleidoscopic Catchment) (and detail) 2014
Collection: Queensland Art Gallery



Spin it!
Create a swirling disc of 
colour from a white paper 
plate and a stick. Decorate 
the plate using different 
coloured markers and pieces 
of brightly coloured paper 
or cuttings from magazines. 
Then cut a small hole in the 
centre of the plate with a pair 
of scissors. Push the stick 
through the hole, making sure 
it fits snugly. Hold the stick 
with the decorated side of the 
plate facing upwards. Make 
the plate spin by rubbing your 
hands back and forth. Enjoy 
watching the colours and 
patterns whirl around. 

Pattern people
Print out colour copies of the tie-dye 
patterns provided and cut out different 
shapes. Find pictures of arms, legs, 
heads, eyes and hair from old 
magazines and glue them onto the 
shapes to make your pattern people. 
Glue your patterned people onto a 
piece of card, a landscape picture 
or even another piece of patterned 
paper. Think carefully about how you 
want your picture to look — you could 
gather your people closely together  
or spread them out to tell a story! 

Your 
turn



TRY THIS!
Try mixing the tie-dye 
diamonds with differently 
patterned diamonds to 
make a quilt collage — just 
like Jemima Wyman did! 

Quilt collage 
Print out colour copies of the tie-dye patterns 
provided. On a piece of cardboard, draw a 
diamond shape that is equal on all sides. 
Cut out the diamond and trace around it with 
a pencil onto the tie-dye paper. Draw as many 
diamonds as you like and cut them all out. You 
might also like to make some diamonds out 
of plain-coloured paper. Arrange the diamond 
pieces on a large sheet of paper. To make your 
collage look like a quilt, place the diamonds 
right next to each other so their sides touch. 
Once you are happy with the design,  
glue the diamonds down.







Jemima Wyman was born in 1977 in Sydney, 
Australia, and grew up in four Queensland 
towns — Dysart, Moranbah, Tolga and 
Mackay. She now lives and works between 
Brisbane and Los Angeles, in the United States 
of America, making many different forms of 
art, including installation, video, performance, 
photography and painting.

Meet artist 

J E M I M A  W YM A N
Jemima is fascinated by the history of 
different patterns — how patterns can 
express who we are and where we live, 
and transform our view of the world. 




