
André 
Breton
André Breton was born in 1896 
and grew up just outside the 
city of Paris, in France. 

His mother was very strict and wanted 

him to be an engineer or an officer in 

the navy. But André had other ideas. 

As a child, he preferred listening to his 

grandfather’s tales of witches and goblins. 

André was the leader of the surrealists 

and was very serious. Between the 

1920s and 1950s, he set the rules for 

the surrealists. If someone didn’t agree 

with his ideas, he would kick them out 

of the group. He was quite bossy!

One of André Breton’s hobbies was collecting 
insects. One evening, he placed a jar full of 
live praying mantises on the dinner table as  
a centrepiece, rather than a vase of flowers. 

He also liked reading adventure stories, 

which took him to faraway places in his 

imagination. When André was older, he 

started writing poetry. He soon made 

friends with other poets and writers in 

Paris. That’s how Surrealism began  

in the early 1920s.

The surrealists paid attention to the  
ideas of a doctor from Austria called 
Sigmund Freud. Dr Sigmund Freud 
was interested in people’s dreams and 
memories, as well as their random thoughts 
and ideas. The surrealists used some of  
Dr Freud’s ideas to make their art.



EXQUISITE CORPSE

Exquisite 
corpse
Exquisite corpse is the most famous of all the surrealist 

games, and was invented by André Breton and the 

surrealists in the 1920s. The surrealist artists spent many 

evenings together playing this game and coming up with 

surprising images. Why don’t you try it with your friends?

You will need:

•  3 players 

•  Print outs of the activity  

drawing paper (which you can  

find on the next page) folded  

into 3 equal sections

•  Coloured pencils or pens

Activity!

Instructions

1   The first player begins drawing at 

the top of the paper. Draw the head 

and neck of any creature — real 

or imaginary. When finished, make 

sure you can see two marks from 

your drawing down to the middle 

fold. This will help the next player 

know where to start their drawing

2   Fold the paper to make sure  

no-one else sees the drawing.  

Pass the sheet of folded paper  

to the next player

3  The second player draws a body 

— any kind of body — in the 

middle section of the paper. When 

finished, the second player puts 

two marks down to the bottom 

fold. Remember to fold the paper 

so the other players can’t see the 

drawing! Pass the sheet of folded 

paper to the third player

4  The third player draws the legs.

Now for the fun part — unfold the 

paper and see what you have made 

together. You can make your pictures 

even stranger by drawing objects 

instead of body parts.
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