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Yayoi Kusama / Flowers that Bloom at Midnight 2010 / Fibreglass-reinforced plastic, urethane paint / Collection: The artist / Installation view at Gagosian Gallery, Los Angeles / © Yayoi Kusama, Yayoi Kusama Studio Inc. / Courtesy: Gagosian Gallery/Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo



Yayoi Kusama was born in Matsumoto, 
Nagano Prefecture, Japan, on 22 March 
1929. Her works explore an obsession 
with repetition, patterns and collecting. 

Kusama is also a published novelist 
and poet, and has created notable films 
and fashion designs. 

Who?

Did you know?

also
Yayoi Kusama is 
sometimes called 
the princess of 
polka dots!

Kusama sometimes 
spends 50 to 60 hours 
at a time working on 
her art works!

What is the longest 
period of time you have 
spent on an art work?

Yayoi Kusama / Reach Up to the Universe, Dotted Pumpkin 2010 / Aluminium,  paint / Installation view at Towada Art Center Japan  / © Yayoi Kusama, Yayoi Kusama Studio Inc. / Courtesy: Victoria Miro Gallery, London/Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo

Yayoi Kusama / © Yayoi Kusama, Yayoi Kusama Studio Inc. / image courtesy: Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo



What ideas inspire Kusama 
to create her art work?

List some everyday objects that incorporate 
dots or circles. Some of these items may  
be patterned with dots. Others might simply 
be in the shape of a circle.

Imagine you are seeing the  
world through Kusama’s eyes.  
Describe how it would feel to be  
completely surrounded by dots. 

Find the large pumpkin and the flowers in the exhibition. 
How has Kusama changed the way they would look  
in real life?

How much taller than you are the large pumpkin 
and flower? How does the size of these art works 
make you feel?

How has Kusama included 
repetition in her art works?

What effect do the dots create?

How do the mirrors in Kusama’s art work trick 
your eyes? What pattern or image is repeated? 
Can you count how many times you see certain 
shapes and patterns?

themes

patterns
and

repetition

use your 
imagination

While you are walking through 
the exhibition, consider the 
following questions:

Your turn!



SELECT YOUR
FAVOURITE 
ART WORK  

SHORT REVIEW 

KUSAMA at GoMA

Describe the art work in detail — size, colours, shapes and materials.

Why is it your favourite?

What feature do you like best?

How is it displayed in the exhibition?

Don’t forget to draw a quick sketch,  
so that people reading your review can 
see what your favourite art work is!



Q: How is your art work similar to Yayoi Kusama’s?

A:  Kusama collects and uses dots in her installations to show how she views the world.   
Our installations are made from collections of materials from different communities. We classify 

and group objects to create a type of pattern and repetition to share memories and personal items. 
As with Kusama’s works, the viewer also brings their perspective and experiences to the installation.

Q: What objects have you used in the past to reflect patterns and preferences of a particular community?

A: Unlike Kusama, we do not collect the same object. We collect different objects and then group these 
to create our installations. Objects we have previously used include letters, toothbrushes, blankets, baby 
sweaters, identification photos (like those used in passports and driver’s licences).

Q: What do these personal items prompt audiences to think about?

A: Items we collect come from our family home and different communities. They enable us to remember 
details of particular people, places, memories and encounters. 

Q: Why do you like to involve people in the creation of your works?

A: We like to collaborate with people by collecting different types of objects from where they live. We then 
organise these into the installation so people from different communities and places can interact with each 
other to explore new ideas. Seeing people from different parts of the world working together is always fun to watch! 

Isabel and Alfredo Aquilizan’s interactive art project  
In-Flight (Project: Another Country) 2009 was featured  
in ‘The 6th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art’ (APT6).

Left: Isabel and Alfredo Aquilizan creating In-flight (Project: Another Country) at the Queensland Art Gallery, 2009 / Photograph: Ray Fulton

Right: Installation view of In-flight (Project: Another Country) at the Queensland Art Gallery, 2009 / Photograph: Natasha Harth



SKETCHING ACTIVITY: 
What’s it like to live in your world? 

Think of one word that comes to mind when you look 
at Yayoi Kusama’s art works! Now write and illustrate 
a scene of your own world reflecting this word.  
What do you see? How do you feel? 

Isabel and Alfredo Aquilizan 
have created this activity for 
you to complete in response 
to Kusama’s art work.

This education resource was developed by Melina Mallos and Caitlin Pijpers, Access, Education and Regional Services, Queensland Art Gallery, 2011.

© Queensland Art Gallery 2011
This education resource has been published for ‘Yayoi Kusama: Look Now, See Forever’, an exhibition organised by the 
Queesnland Art Gallery, Brisbane, and held at the Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane, 19 November 2011 – 11 March 2012.


