Teacher Notes
PRIMARY (P–7)

CONTEMPORARY
AUSTRALIA WOMEN
This education resource has been developed to
assist teachers and supervising adults interpret
artists’ uses of media to communicate key ideas
in ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’.
The worksheet activities enable students to
investigate four key art works in the exhibition and
includes classroom activities. Locations of the art
works within the exhibition are clearly indicated.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
‘Contemporary Australia: Women’ is a celebration of the way
women artists have reshaped the landscape of art in Australia.
It demonstrates the diversity, energy and innovation of
contemporary Australian women artists through the work
of 56 artists.

The exhibition highlights the following themes:
• the idea that one performs femininity
•p
 ersonal and intimate spheres, such as sexuality,
the body, motherhood and ageing
• the return to everyday materials
• the ways artists are redressing the canon of painting
•a
 spects of art by women that directly address political
and social issues

OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES
The following resources aim to enhance the visitor experience
by providing additional information on the exhibiting artists.
QAGOMA iPHONE AND SMARTPHONE APP
Available from the iTunes app store, the QAGOMA iPhone
app provides access to multimedia content for a number of
works in both exhibitions.
Smartphone users can download a QR code reader to access
exhibition information relating to selected art works in the
Gallery. Look for art works with an ‘Interactive tour’ label next
to them to find out more about the work and the artist.

BLOG AND YOUTUBE
qagoma.qld.gov.au/blog
youtube.com/queenslandartgallery
Resources include:
• interviews with artists and curators
• webcasts of lectures and public programs
PUBLICATION
Contemporary Australia: Women is a substantial and richly
illustrated, full-colour publication. Featuring over 30 essays on
individual artists and their works, the publication highlights the
strong work by women artists in Australia today and profiles
their many contributions to contemporary art.
Available for purchase from the QAGOMA Store and online at
australianartbooks.com.au

ABOUT THE ARTISTS FEATURED
DRAWING: GOSIA WLODARCZAK
Gosia Wlodarczak’s performative drawing interacts and engages with the
people and environments around her, recorded in the moment using pen
on glass — the artist draws everything that enters her line of sight. On her
website, she describes her work as ‘a registry of the everyday’.
The layered drawings are site-specific and are often undertaken in
architectural settings, such as GOMA’s glass facade. Viewers could
participate in the drawing by communicating with the artist on one side
of the glass or as a ‘window-shopper’ on the other side, setting up an
inside/outside conversation in which different modes of looking and interaction
are mediated by the glass barrier.
Gosia Wlodarczak / Poland/Australia b.1959 / WINDOW-SHOPPING, FROST DRAWING FOR GOMA (detail) 2012 /
Performative drawing, pigment marker on glass / Installed dimensions variable / Site-specific work commissioned
for ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’ / Photograph: Chloë Callistemon

MIXED MEDIA: JENNIFER MILLS
Jennifer Mills is known for her whimsical reimagining of farcical creatures and for
her delicately rendered photographic portraits. She has consistently explored mixedmedia approaches to drawing — spanning naturalist studies in watercolour and ink,
interspersed with vibrant colour and patterning. In her recent work, What’s in a name?
2009–11, Mills investigates notions of transferable identity. By exploring methods of
online representation, she considers broader ideas relating to the construction of the
self and other. For this project, Mills searched online to find images of women who share
her name. She then drew pictures of these photos. The drawings are intimate — they
look back at you. They are warmer than mere replications of the original digital images.
Mills’s hand is the conduit that has returned them to an authentic humanity. Seeing all
the portraits together is somewhat startling — a ‘googlegang’ of hundreds of subjective
Jennifers gazing out.
Jennifer Mills / Australia b.1966 / What’s in a name? (detail) 2009–11 / Watercolour with pencil on paper / 325 sheets, installed
dimensions variable / Purchased 2011. Queensland Art Gallery Foundation / Collection: Queensland Art Gallery / Photograph: Natasha Harth

FILM: KATE MITCHELL
Kate Mitchell’s performance videos are based on conceiving
a scenario and then living it out. She places herself at the centre of
precarious situations that involve an element of risk, becoming both the
agent and object of the work. Often set at the edge of what is physically
possible or socially permissible, Mitchell’s works test the limits of her
own endurance in order to ask broader questions about the society in
which we all ‘perform’.
Kate Mitchell / Australia b.1982 / Being punctual (still) 2010 / Single-channel HD projection (looped), 16:9, colour,
silent, 38:17 minutes / Video: Hugh O’Connor / Courtesy: The artist and Chalk Horse Gallery, Sydney /
Photographic still: Christopher Morris

INSTALLATION: HIROMI TANGO
Hiromi Tango’s art focuses on community and connection through
the common goal of art-making. In her projects, the roles of the
artist and the audience are not easily recognisable and are even
interchangeable. Her art works in ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’
allow for possibility: their final direction will evolve through interactive
workshops that will see Tango collaborate with a range of people.
Hiromi Tango / Japan/Australia b.1976 / X chromosome (detail) 2012 / Donated personal objects and art work,
artist books, clothes, paper, wool, steel, wire, wood, embroidery threads, sewing needles, beads, crystals, plastic
flowers / 140 x 1594cm (installed) / Site-specific work commissioned for ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’ /
Image courtesy: The artist

PRE-VISIT PREPARATION

CURRICULUM INFORMATION

What colours are generally used for girls or boys?
Pick a range of items or roles to consider — for example, toys or
occupations — and classify them as male or female. Discuss the
difference in roles between women and men, mums and dads.
For example:
What are your mum and dad’s main responsibilities at your house
— are they similar or different to your classmate’s?

SUBJECT AREAS
Visual arts
How is texture used in the art works to create variation and
repetition? For example, how can using rough and smooth
fabrics create differences in meaning?

Identify important women in the media.
What do they communicate about women? (e.g. consider Lady
Gaga, politicians or portrayals of women in XBox games).
Can you name a famous woman in sport?

POST-VISIT
Make an art work using words that describe the exhibition.
Write a sentence about the exhibition’s message, then develop
an art work using these words. Send in a photo of your art work
to edmail@qagoma.qld.gov.au for your chance to be featured on
the Gallery’s website!
Reflect upon …
What do you think are important issues for women today?
Turn words into images using:
• Wordles (wordles.com)
• Tagxedo word clouds (tagxedo.com)
•C
 oncept map — word webs, comparison charts, positive
and negative tables, Venn diagrams, etc.
•U
 se the IMAGE TABLE worksheet activity to prepare for a
class debate about the most interesting art work featured
in the exhibition.
•P
 ick a character: create a story about one of the characters
in an artist’s work.
•F
 ind another person who has the same first name as you.
Create their portrait. How do you think this person sees
the world?

How and why do artists select certain visual arts elements,
concepts, processes and forms (both 2D and 3D) to express
ideas? For what purposes?
Studies of society and the environment (SOSE)
Culture and identity
• How do women contribute to Australian society?
• How does Australian society embrace women?
• How have attitudes towards women changed in the
last 100 years? What are the positives and negatives?
English
The language of persuasion, the power of language and
communication, precision language and devices:
• Persuasive text
• Debate
• Powerful language
• Parallel structures — compare two or more images that are
similar to create emphasis, contrast, rhythm and familiarity
• Compare and contrast
• Reflection (refection journal)
• Recurring themes, motifs, images
The curriculum information included in this resource has been
developed from the Assessment and Reporting Framework for
The Arts, focusing on learning and assessment around the
Essential Learnings and Standards for Visual Art, English
and Studies of Society and the Environment (© The State of
Queensland, Queensland Studies Authority, 2007).
This educational resource was developed by Melina Mallos
and Caitlin Pijpers (Access, Education and Regional Services,
2012). The Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art
acknowledges the generous support and input of the
following teachers:
Sue Fish — Coorparoo State School
Kim Murray — Brisbane Boys’ College
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