WE CAN ALL
BE HEROES
DYLAN MOONEY
MEET THE ARTIST
Artist Dylan Mooney is a proud Yuwi, Torres Strait and
South Sea Islander man from Mackay in north Queensland.
Dylan creates artworks inspired by his family and his
culture, as well as history, current affairs and social media.
Through his work, Dylan shares stories about what it is like
to be an Indigenous person in modern Australia. Dylan says:
‘It’s about telling our story of resilience, thriving, survival,
how far we’ve come as a people, what we’ve achieved . . .
and where we’ll be in the future’.

Superheroes
For his series ‘Blak Superheroes’ 2021,
Dylan created a number of digital drawings
depicting First Nations characters in a vibrant
comic-book style. Dylan’s heroes capture
the courage, strength and empowerment of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
The series also emphasises the importance
of positive representations of First Nations
characters in the imagery we see.
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Image courtesy: The artist and N.Smith Gallery, Sydney

YOUR TURN
Dylan believes that anyone can be a
superhero, no matter their physical
appearance, race, ethnicity, ability, age,
religion, gender identity or expression.
In this activity, you can create your
own superhero identity by making a
costume from items around your home.

COSTUME IDEAS
ake a superhero wrist cuff by
* 	M
decorating a cardboard roll with
coloured pens or collage items. Cut
a straight line along the back of the
roll, so you can fit it around your wrist.
a superhero mask by cutting
* 	Coutreate
a shape from a paper plate or
piece of cardboard and decorate with
coloured pens or collage items. You
might need an adult to help you cut
out some eyeholes and attach a piece
of string or elastic to the sides of your
mask.

FUN FACT!
Dylan works in many different
artistic mediums, but he is
particularly passionate about digital
illustration. Being legally blind, the
backlit display of digital screens
allows him to produce his bright,
colourful artworks.

*

 large piece of colourful wrapping
A
paper can become a superhero cape!
At one end of the paper, cut a hole
large enough to fit your head through.
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