CHILDREN’S TRAIL

HAVE FUN EXPLORING &
MAKE SOME ART OF YOUR OWN

Photography was first used in Australia
over 170 years ago. Since then it has
played an important role in understanding
Australia as a place and Australians as
a people.
This major exhibition brings together
hundreds of images – from early
daguerreotypes of 1845 to the digital
images of 2015. Together, they explore
how photography has shaped our view
of the world, ourselves and each other.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander visitors are advised that this exhibition
contains images of, and written references to, people who have died.

Major partner

Media partners

Anne Zahalka has taken a
photograph of an artist called
Rosemary Laing. Rosemary
is also a photographer and it
looks like she could be clicking
a timer or using a light meter
to take a photograph too.
Notice how neat and ordered
this artwork looks because of
the perspective (depth) and
symmetry.
What type of building do you
think this is?
Spot the forklift truck. What could it be unloading or stacking?
Design a space or a room using perspective.

At home take photographs of places and spaces using perspective
and symmetry to create neat and ordered compositions.

Anne Zahalka artist # 2 (Rosemary Laing) 1998 from the series Artists, colour Duraflex photograph, 72.5c m x 72.5 cm. Collection of the artist © Anne Zahalka

Find this colourful photograph.

Robyn Stacey has taken a
photograph of objects that once
belonged to Sarah Wentworth,
who lived in Vaucluse House in
Sydney long ago. This type of
arrangement is called a still life.
List all of the things you can see
in the still life. What
do they tell you about Sarah,
her home and garden and the
things she liked?
Imagine some objects that
could tell a tale about you
and your favourite hobbies.
Draw your ideas here.

At home make an arrangement of your favourite things and take
photographs of them from different angles.

Robyn Stacey Chatelaine from the series Tall tales and true 2010, type C photograph, 110 x 82.5 cm. Art Gallery of New South Wales, purchased with funds provided by
the Photographer Collection Benefactors Program 2011 © Robyn Stacey

Spot this still life.

Nicholas Caire has taken
a photograph of an area of
bush near Melbourne called
Blacks’ Spur. Long ago people
visited Blacks’ Spur because it
was so picturesque and calming.
Spot a man hidden amongst
the trees.
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Design a poster telling people
to visit this beautiful place.
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At home take photos of plants and trees and experiment with
your viewpoint, taking shots close-up or from further away.
What viewpoint is the most dramatic?

Nicholas Caire Fairy scene at the Landslip, Blacks’ Spur c1878, albumen photograph, 28.2 x 22.4 cm. National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Look at this forest scene.

Richard Daintree took this
photograph to show others
that Australia was a land of
opportunity.
Notice how the photograph
has been hand-coloured
to add to the sense of hope
and adventure.
Who do you think these men
are and what are they going
to do next?
Write a story about their adventures.

At home create a collage using photographs from magazines or off
the internet that show Australia as a fun and exciting place to live.

Richard Daintree Midday camp 1864–70, photograph, overpainted with oils, 24.6 x 30 cm. Queensland Museum, Brisbane

Find this bush tea break.

Charles Bayliss took this
photograph of a group of
Ngarrindjeri people fishing
in the 1880s.
Spot the canoe some of the
people are sitting in. What
do you think it is made of?
What tools are the
Ngarrindjeri people using
to fish with? Role-play
the actions of the fishermen.

Draw some of the fish or other
creatures they might catch.

At home take photographs of people enjoying the outdoors.
How can you capture the action?

Charles Bayliss Group of local Aboriginal people, Chowilla Station, Lower Murray River, South Australia from the album New South Wales Royal Commission: Conservation
of water. Views of scenery on the Darling and Lower Murray during the flood of 1886 1886, albumen photograph, 23.6 x 29.5cm. Art Gallery of New South Wales

Visit this watery place.

Rosemary Laing has photographed a house frame embedded
into the landscape. The photograph is upturned so our viewpoint
is distorted.
Do you think this photograph would be as interesting if it were not
upside down?
Imagine if the world did turn upside down. Write about it or draw
what you would do.

At home take photographs from unusual angles to distort and
change the way you see the world around you.

Rosemary Laing, Eddie from the series leak, 2010, type C photograph, 110 x 257.6 cm, Art Gallery of New South Wales, purchased with funds provided by Andrew and
Cathy Cameron 2011. © Rosemary Laing

Spot this unusual landscape.

Olive Cotton took this photograph
of a young woman enjoying the
warmth of the sun on her skin.
Where do you think the woman is?
What could she be thinking about?
Look at how the effect of light
and shadows on her body add
to the atmosphere of being out
in the sunshine.
Read the title of this photograph.
It was inspired by a poem Olive read.
Create a poem that expresses the
feeling of the warm sun on your skin,
starting each line with the letters of
the word ‘sunshine’.
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At home experiment with taking photographs in different weather
conditions to see how light and shadows can add to your images.

Olive Cotton ‘Only to taste the warmth, the light, the wind’ c1939, gelatin silver photograph, 33.2. x 30 cm
Art Gallery of New South Wales, purchased with funds provided by John Armati 2006

Find this peaceful scene.

David Moore took this
photograph in 1966.
It shows people arriving
in Sydney. He has focussed
our attention on a close-up
of the people so we can
imagine how they are feeling.
Look at their faces. Do
you think they are excited?
Imagine you are one of the passengers. What part of Sydney can
you see?
Write a postcard to a friend about your impressions of Sydney.

At home take close-up photographs of your friends and family
to show different emotions and feelings.

David Moore Migrants arriving in Sydney 1966, gelatin silver photograph, 30.2 x 43.5 cm. Art Gallery of New South Wales, gift of the artist 1997
© Lisa, Karen, Michael and Matthew Moore

Meet this group of people.

This double image is a special stereo view of Sydney taken by
William Hetzer over 150 years ago. The two images are taken at
slightly different angles so that when a device called a stereoscope is
used it creates a single picture with a three-dimensional appearance.
Look at the street scene. What is different to how we see Sydney today?
Imagine you could step back in time to the Sydney of 150 years ago.
Draw or write a tale of your time-travelling adventure.

At home photograph street scenes near where you live. Experiment
with angles and panoramas to document your neighbourhood.

William Hetzer George Str. Sydney post office 1858-67. stereograph, 8.5 x 17 cm (card). Macleay Museum, The University of Sydney

View this street scene.

James Short took this photograph of
the moon over 100 years ago. He used
a special photographic telescope at
the Sydney Observatory and needed
clear skies to take the photograph.
Look at the surface of the
moon. Can you see the rocks
and craters?
Imagine you could travel to the moon.
Draw what you might see when you
get there.

At home experiment with taking photographs at night. What are
the challenges?

James Short The Moon c1890–1922, gelatin silver photograph, 21.4 x 16.3 cm. Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, Sydney, gift of Mrs Carole Short 2005

Find this moonscape.

