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When I first became 
interested in art

I also drew lots of aliens and 

scenes from outer space.  

What do you like to draw?

At high school, I came across 

an art book in the library. 

It had photographs by the 

artist Tracey Moffatt and it 

changed my views about art 

forever. Her work taught me 

that art doesn’t have to be 

about beauty or making pretty 

pictures. It can be about our 

lives and experiences — stuff 

that we can all relate to. Art 

can change the world!

I’ve always been interested in art. I used I’ve always been interested in art. I used 
to draw my favourite TV characters and to draw my favourite TV characters and 
superheroes, and my friends liked my superheroes, and my friends liked my 
drawings of the drawings of the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles.

About me
Would you like to learn some family 
words in our Girramay language?

Mum

Dad

Older brother

Younger sister

I was born in I was born in 
Townsville in Townsville in 
1981. My family 1981. My family 
comes from a comes from a 
small Aboriginal small Aboriginal 
community in community in 
the the far north 
Queensland 
rainforest.

I drew this fish 
at kindergarten 

when I was  
4 years old.



Why  
I like being  
an artist

I think about the ideas first and 

then work on the best way to 

share my thoughts.

I’m also a member of 

proppaNOW, which is an 

artists’ group. As friends, we 

inspire each other to work 

harder — sometimes it’s easier 

to work in a group than to do 

things by yourself.

When my sister Tina and I were 

young, we loved shopping at 

second-hand shops. To us, they 

where like big treasure chests full 

of wonderful things. We called 

them ‘smelly shops’ because they 

were smelly! 

I was interested in the cups, plates 

and other souvenirs with pictures 

of Aboriginal people on them.  

I bought lots of little statues and 

figurines. At home, I spent time 

arranging and rearranging them 

as my collection grew. My sister 

and I would play ‘shops’ with our 

collections.

Everyday I work on my art Everyday I work on my art 
— sometimes — sometimes I draw, paint 
or take photographs and  and 
sometimes I make video art. sometimes I make video art. 

 What I liked doing
when I was a child

On Saturday mornings,  On Saturday mornings,  
my sister and I would run my sister and I would run 
into our parents’ room yelling into our parents’ room yelling 
‘Can we go to the smelly 
shop today? PLEASE!!!’

Christmas, 1985 
— my sister 

Tina and I are 
wearing our new 

Ghostbusters 
T-shirts.

On the couch 
in Cardwell, 

1985 — that’s my 
sister on the left, 
me on the right 
and my Granny 
in the middle.

Guess what?  
I have 30  

first cousins!



By choosing different pieces 

from my collection I can tell 

many different stories, like 

Sorry.

2008 was an important year 

in Australia’s history because 

the then Prime Minister 

Kevin Rudd apologised to all 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people for the wrong 

things that happened in the 

past. I watched the apology on 

TV with Arthur Pambegan Jr,  

a dear friend and artist, who  

was visiting me. Many 

Aboriginal people travelled  

to Canberra especially to hear 

the Prime Minister’s words. 

Later that week in my studio,  

I picked out lots of items from 

my collection to spell out the 

word ‘SORRY’. I used over 100 

objects! I wanted the size of 

the art work to be important. 

Each object is different and 

has its own story, just like the 

many Aboriginal people from 

all over Australia who have 

their own stories to tell. I hope 

this art work will make people 

think about the past, the 

present and the future.

About my art work

I love  
to share my 
family’s 
stories

For many years  For many years  
I’ve been using I’ve been using 
my collection of my collection of 
Aboriginalia to  to 
create art works. create art works. 

TONY ALBERT
Girramay/Yidinji/Kuku Yalanji peoples
Australia

Sorry 2008 

Found kitsch objects applied  
to vinyl letters / 99 objects /  
The James C. Sourris AM Collection.  
Purchased 2008 with funds from James C. Sourris 
through the Queensland Art Gallery Foundation /  
Collection: Queensland Art Gallery / © The artist



Make a bag

1.  Lay the two pieces of felt 
on top of each other and 
draw the shape you would 
like for your bag 

2.  Cut out the two shapes 
carefully 

3.  Using your pencil, mark the 
spots around the edge of 
the bag for the threading 
holes 

4.  With the hole punch, 
punch out the threading 
holes. Make sure you don’t 
punch holes in the top side 
of the felt — this is for the 
opening of the bag!

YOURturn Activity!

You will need
•   2 A4-size pieces of felt or fabric
•   2–3 metres of ribbon, wool or raffia 

for the threading and shoulder strap 
•   Hole punch
•   Scissors
•   A pencil

5.  Cut a metre of threading 
ribbon   

6.  Poke the ribbon through 
the first hole and tie a knot 
at the end. Then continue 
threading. When you have 
finished tie another knot.

7.  With the remaining ribbon, 
thread through the top two 
holes you have punched. At 
the top of the bag, tie your 
ribbon off at each side to 
make your shoulder strap. 
You may have to test it out 
to see if your shoulder strap 
is the right length for you. 

My family has always been 
interested in collecting and my 
aunties weave baskets, which 

are made for collecting or  
holding different things.


