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Scan the QR code  
to learn more about  

the artist.

MEET THE ARTIST
Cai Guo-Qiang (pronounced tsai gwo-chang) was born 
in 1957 in Quanzhou (pronounced chwan-jo), Fujian 
Province, on the south-east coast of China. Now he lives 
in New York City. 

Cai is best known for making large-scale artworks 
around the world, and likes to make art about important 
issues for people, animals and the environment. He 
is also famous for creating the spectacular fireworks 
for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Learn more about 
Cai’s history by  
visiting the displays  
in the GOMA foyer.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Cai often uses the number 9 in his artworks. There 
are 99 animals in Heritage and 99 wolves in Head On. 

He says: 
Ninety-nine and nine are both numbers often seen in my  

work . . . A hundred seems complete and still, while ninety-nine  
reads not enough, and thus there is hope and  expectation.”

Cai Guo-Qiang / Photograph courtesy: Cai Studio



Many artists work with 
other people to realise 

their projects. Scan 
the QR code to hear 

a QAGOMA exhibition 
designer discussing 

Heritage.

HERITAGE 2013 
Cai visited North Stradbroke Island to gain inspiration for 
this artwork. While he was there, he met with members 
of the Quandamooka community, who are the traditional 
owners of the land.

Cai Guo-Qiang checking on the fabrication process of Heritage 2013 / Fuzhou, China, 2013 /  
Photograph: Cai Canhuang / Courtesy: Cai Studio

Heritage is formed by the places, 
traditions and ideas that have 
been passed down to us by 
previous generations. 
What do you know about your 
family’s heritage? Where were 
your parents and  grandparents 
born? Fill in the family tree.

DID YOU KNOW 
North Stradbroke 
Island (Minjerribah) 
has been home to 
the Quandamooka 
people for tens of 
thousands of years.  

 

Cai’s artwork inspires us to imagine 
the best possible way of everything 
and everybody living together in 
the world. It helps us to think about 
our relationship with the earth and 
everything on it. Do you think you 
would see these animals together 
like  this if they were  real? 

 

 

 

 

Which Australian animals can you  see?

  

• 

• 

The idea of communities living in 
harmony is very important to Cai.  
Write a sentence explaining why 
it’s important for different people 
to get along with each other.
Have you heard the word 
multiculturalism’? It means 
people from many cultures  
living together in one place. 

 

 

 

COUNT THE KANGAROOS  

MOTHER’S BIRTHPLACE:FATHER’S BIRTHPLACE:

MY BIRTHPLACE:

GRANDFATHER’S 
BIRTHPLACE:

                                                      

GRANDMOTHER’S  
BIRTHPLACE:

                                                      

GRANDMOTHER’S  
BIRTHPLACE:

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

GRANDFATHER’S 
BIRTHPLACE:

                                                      

                                                      



Close your eyes and imagine the animal communities —  
the birds and insects — that may have visited this tree. 
In everyday life, people also use trees to make things. 
Draw a picture of something that has been made from 
a tree.

Think about the life of this tree. Let your 
thoughts inspire you to write a poem on how 
you feel about the beauty of nature. 

TITLE  

EUCALYPTUS 2013
For this artwork, Cai chose a eucalyptus tree. These  
trees are native to Australia, which means that they 
started growing in this country first. Do you find it  
surprising to see a  whole tree inside the gallery? Why?

 

 

 

 

HINT
Look around 
the  gallery.

As well as the questions above, you may 
like to participate in the Eucalyptus activity. 
To Cai, Eucalyptus is not complete; he has 
left room for your creations, and selected 
drawings will be displayed with the artwork.



Many of Cai’s works are so 
large that they can make 
us feel small. What words 
would you use to describe 
Head On? 

Scan the QR code to hear 
more about the exhibition 

‘Falling Back to  Earth’.

Cai Guo-Qiang / Head On 2006 /  
Installation view, Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, 
2009 / 99 life-sized replicas of wolves and glass 
wall / Wolves: gauze, resin and painted hide / 
Deutsche Bank Collection, commissioned by 
Deutsche Bank AG / © FMGBGuggenheim Bilbao 
Museoa, 2009 / Photograph: Erika Barahona-Ede / 
Courtesy: Cai Studio

HEAD ON  2006
Wolves are animals that live and hunt in a 
group called a pack. Cai has used wolves 
in Head On to make us think about the way 
humans sometimes behave.

How does the shape of this artwork make us think that the 
wolves are moving together? 

 

 

 

  

What message does this artwork tell us about ‘following 
the crowd’? 

 

 

 

 

Powerful

Amazing

Huge

 

 

 

 

 



Scan the QR code 
to hear a message 

especially for students.

PUBLISHER

Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art  
Stanley Place, South Bank, Brisbane 
PO BOX 3686, South Brisbane Queensland 4101 Australia 
W: qagoma.qld.gov.au

Published in conjunction with ‘Cai Guo-Qiang: Falling Back to Earth’, an exhibition organised by 
the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art (QAGOMA), and held at GOMA, Brisbane, 
Australia, 23 November 2013 – 11 May 2014.

© Queensland Art Gallery, 2013

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part 
may be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher. No illustration in this 
publication may be reproduced without the permission of the copyright owners.

This QAGOMA educational resource was developed by Melina Mallos, Debbie Brittain and Susan 
Rothnie (Access, Education and Regional Services, 2013). Curatorial assistance: Russell Storer and 
Reuben Keehan

Special thanks to Cai Guo-Qiang and Cai Studio

The Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art acknowledges the generous support and 
curriculum expertise offered by teacher panel members, particularly Kim Murray, Brisbane Boys’ 
College; Jo-Anne Hine, Cannon Hill Anglican College; and Jason Lane, Villanova College.

Cover: Artist’s computer rendering of Heritage / Commissioned for ‘Cai Guo-Qiang: Falling Back to 
Earth’, 2013 / Proposed for the Queensland Art Gallery Collection with funds from the Josephine 
Ulrich and Win Schubert Diversity Foundation through and with the assistance of the Queensland 
Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art Foundation

Animals displayed in Cai’s installations are replicas. No real animals have been used.
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REFLECTION
Cai’s art is often described as spectacular. It captures our attention and asks us to think 
about the way we live together.  
After seeing this exhibition, what message do you think Cai would like you to share with 
others? Place your message on this billboard for your community to see. 

Think about each of the artworks you have seen at 
GOMA. Is this what you expected to see when you 
visited the Gallery? 
Why do you think the artist likes to make art that can   
be seen by many people at once?

 

 

 

 

Which was your favourite artwork? Describe why you 
liked it the most.

 

 

 

 

 


