
What is a  
paisley pattern? 
Paisley is a pattern made up of 
teardrop shapes. Many things in 
nature — like vegetables, flowers  
and plants — have a paisley shape. 

PAISLEY

Blending
in!



HERE’S HOW 
TO SAY IT:
PAYZ-LEE



All about paisley 
Paisley patterns are thought to 
be based on the date palm, which 
was considered to be the ‘tree of 
life’ in Persian culture because it 
provided food, drink and shelter. 
The paisley pattern is over 2000 
years old! It was originally called 
boteh, which is a Persian word for 
a bush, shrub or herb.

Music and paisley 
John Lennon, one of the members of 
the English rock band The Beatles, liked 
paisley so much that he had a paisley-
patterned Rolls-Royce car! Another 
famous musician, Prince, named a song 
and even his record label, Paisley Park 
Records, after the pattern.

DID YOU KNOW?
This pattern is named after 
Paisley, a town in Scotland. 
From the mid 1800s, this town 
was the main place in Europe 
where paisley-patterned fabrics 
were designed and manufactured.



Art and paisley: 
Henri Matisse
The famous French painter  
Henri Matisse was inspired by 
the bright paisley patterns in 
the carpets, curtains, silks and 
tapestries that he saw on his many 
visits to Persia, Morocco and Tahiti. 
Matisse collected fabrics from  
all over the world and hung  
them on the walls of his studio.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
•  Paisley has been a popular pattern

for over 2000 years. Why do you
think people love paisley?

•  The paisley pattern has been
used on shawls, carpets, album
covers and even a car! What
would you like to see covered
in paisley?

Dressing in paisley 
Around the world, paisley patterns have 
been used in many ways — to decorate royal 
ceremonial garments, symbolise great wealth, 
and even ward off evil spirits. Do you or anyone 
in your family own clothes with a paisley pattern?



Paisley beads
Create your own paper bead 
necklace or bracelet from a 
paisley pattern.

You will need:
 Colour printouts
of the paisley 
patterns provided    
Scissors
Pencil, skewer  
or toothpick    
Glue
String

TRY THIS!
Use different coloured paisley patterns 
to create a selection of beads. Make 
a pattern by threading the different 
coloured beads onto the string in a 
particular order. For example, you 
could have two blue beads, followed  
by one purple bead, followed by two 
blue beads and so on. 

Your
turn



What to do:
1.  Cut the paisley-patterned paper

into long triangle-shaped strips
(about 2cm wide and 17cm long).

2.  Flip one of the triangles over so that
the blank side is facing upwards.

3.  Roll the triangle, starting from the
base and moving towards the point,
wrapping it around a pencil, skewer
or toothpick.

4.  When you get close to the tip
of the triangle, glue the last few
centimetres and roll the glued side
around the rest of the bead.

5.  Slide the bead off the pencil,
skewer or toothpick.

6.  Repeat this process until you
have enough beads to make
your necklace or bracelet.

7.  Thread the beads onto the
string in whatever pattern
you like.

8.  Ask an adult or friend
to tie your paper bead
jewellery around
your neck
or wrist.
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Jemima is fascinated by the history of 
different patterns — how patterns can 
express who we are and where we live, 
and transform our view of the world. 




