HERE’S

LOOKING
AT YOU, KID!
Exploring faces
and expressions
In this self-directed program, discover two selfportraits from the QAGOMA Collection and learn
about the stories of family behind the works. While
you explore, you can engage your baby with games
involving mirrors, singing and silly faces!
© Queensland Art Gallery Board of Trustees, 2020
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Self portrait 1938 by Nora Heysen
As a young Australian artist, Nora Heysen sought to distinguish herself from her father,
the famous landscape painter Hans Heysen. She quickly established her own style, making
beautiful still lifes and portraits. Self portrait demonstrates her strong modelling of form,
tempered by a soft, colourful palette.
Learn more about Self portrait 1938

‘

’

I painted myself because I knew her.
NORA HEYSEN

1

Nora Heysen, quoted in
‘Nora Heysen, Self Portrait’,
https://learning.qagoma.
qld.gov.au/artworks/
self-portrait/, viewed
16 July 2020.
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Nora Heysen / Self portrait
1938 / Purchased 2011 with
funds from Philip Bacon AM
through the Queensland
Art Gallery Foundation /
Collection: Queensland Art
Gallery | Gallery of Modern
Art / © Lou Klepac
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Albert and Vincent 2014 by Vincent Namatjira
In this double portrait, Vincent Namatjira depicts himself standing in front of a painting
of his grandfather, artist Albert Namatjira (Portrait of Albert Namatjira 1956 by William Dargie,
Australia 1912–2003, purchased 1957). Vincent visited the Queensland Art Gallery in 2014
to see the portrait in person. Leaning a mirror against a plinth, he made sketches of himself
alongside the portrait, later making this painting in his studio. Though Vincent never met
his grandfather, he was able to portray the two of them side by side.
Learn more about Albert and Vincent 2014

hope my grandfather would be quite proud, maybe
‘Ismiling
down on me, because I won’t let him go. I just

’

keep carrying him on, his name and our families’ stories.
VINCENT NAMATJIRA

2
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Vincent Namatjira, quoted in
‘Albert and Vincent Namatjira’,
1 May 2015, https://blog.qagoma.
qld.gov.au/highlight-vincentnamatjira-albert-and-vincent/,
viewed 16 July 2020.

Vincent Namatjira / Western
Aranda/Pitjantjatjara people /
Albert and Vincent 2014 / Gift of
Dirk and Karen Zadra through the
Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery
of Modern Art Foundation 2014.
Donated through the Australian
Government’s Cultural Gifts
Program / Collection: Queensland
Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art /
© Vincent Namatjira/Copyright
Agency, 2020
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FOR
BABY
Though babies only begin to
recognise themselves around
18 months of age, they still find
their reflections fascinating!

Babies find looking at facial
expressions very entertaining.
Observing expressions on their
parents’ faces helps babies learn
about emotions.

Sit with your baby in front of
a mirror to try the following
activities.

Try these activities to engage your
baby with different expressions.

 ake a moment to observe how your
› Tbaby
reacts to their reflection.

 lay a game of peek-a-boo, trying out
› Psilly
faces while you play. Your baby

 ry making funny faces with your baby:
› Tpoke
out your tongue, raise and lower
your eyebrows and cross your eyes!
Explore different expressions and see
if your baby imitates you.

 ing a song as your baby looks in
› Sthe
mirror:

will love to watch your face reappear!

 abies are interested in pictures of
› Bfaces.
Print out the artworks, show
them to your baby, and observe how
they engage with the faces in the
pictures. You can try this activity
with other images of faces.

Who’s that baby looking in the mirror?
Who’s that baby looking at you?
Who’s that baby looking in the mirror?
That little baby looks just like you!
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