CREATE A GROUP ART WORK
As a whole class, create a collaborative art work, inspired by
artist Hiromi Tango, for display in your classroom. Simply
follow these steps!
To help you, below are some photographs taken of the artist
workshop with Gallery Members to create personal connections
that are a part of the art work Pistil 2012 for ‘Contemporary
Australia: Women’ in the GOMA foyer.
Hiromi Tango / Japan/Australia b.1976 / X chromosome (detail) 2012 / Donated personal
objects and art work, artist books, clothes, paper, wool, steel, wire, wood, embroidery threads,
sewing needles, beads, crystals, plastic flowers / 140 x 1594cm (installed) / Site-specific work
commissioned for ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’ / Image courtesy: The artist /
Photograph: QAGOMA Photography

Raw materials required:
• Sheets or old t-shirts
• Ties
• Drawings
• Letters
• Poems
• Art works
• Wrapping papers
• Baby clothes
• Soft toys
• Soaps
A personal photograph that a Gallery Member brought along to incorporate in the artwork
Pistil 2012 at GOMA / Photograph: Chloë Callistemon

Wrapping materials:
• Wool
• String
• Tule or lace
• Soft wire
• Fabric pieces (thin)
• Ribbon (satin and plastic)
• Raffia (natural and coloured)
• Bells
• Plastic flowers
• Beads
• Pipe cleaners
A doll that a QAGOMA Member brought along to incorporate in the art work Pistil 2012 at GOMA /
Photograph: Chloë Callistemon

Materials for writing stories (optional):
• Paper, card or tags

Some of the materials that artist Hiromi Tango and QAGOMA
Members used to create with / Photograph: Chloë Callistemon

Duration: 4–5 lessons
Step 1:
Discuss the ‘Contemporary Australia: Women’ exhibition. What
works did you find inspiring? What new things did you learn?
As a class, consider the following questions to help you:
•P
 ersonal items – What makes you special? Choose materials
that represent you or are special to you.
• Ideas and themes that relate to the whole class
• Colours and textures that are comforting
• Weaving and plaiting techniques

Step 2:

You may wish to create a large shape to add your creations to,
either by stuffing a large piece of fabric and covering this with
rope or twine. Hiromi calls this shape a ‘cord’.
How will the class work on the project - in small groups,
or different students working on different materials at various
times (e.g. in class time, lunch hours)?

Step 3:
Choose a suitable location to create and display the art work
to the rest of the school. You might like to sketch how
the art work will look in this space.

Step 4:
Time to get started! Don’t forget to take photographs to document
the processes involved, and feature in your final display.
Gather raw materials that hold some personal connections and
memory (including senses, feelings and thoughts).
You can completely cover the raw materials, leave some
parts showing, and cover them with tulle, wrap them with any
materials listed above or even put them in a jar!
Hiromi encourages you to include special art energy, or cast an
art spell while you are completing your own piece to add to the
group art work.
You are also welcome to write a little story about your personal
contribution if you like and attach it to the class work, or provide
the story separately in a card, a letter, or on tags.

Step 5:
Add your individual part to the work.

Step 6:
Name the art work! As a class brainstorm art work titles and
vote on the final one.
Write a label to accompany the work explaining how the art work
was made and the ideas which inspired the work.
QAGOMA Members adding in their woven elements onto the cord to be featured in Pistil 2012 /
Photograph: Chloë Callistemon
Snapshot of the cord created by Members to add to Pistil 2012 /
Photograph: Chloë Callistemon

Step 7
Your work is ready for display! Have a special ceremony to unveil
the art work and invite other classes to attend.

