LEARNING RESOURCE

THE MOTORCYCLE
This resource explores the following design styles through the motorcycle:
• Art Deco
• Modernism
• Brutalism
• Post Modernism
• Memphis
These can be also be discovered through an app that allows the user to ride a
Yamaha SR400 through abstract landscapes inspired by each style. The
visual devices used to illustrate each landscape, as well as the audio
selection, are outlined here.
Scan to download or find on the app store by searching ‘The Motorcycle – GOMA’

STYLE | ART DECO
Art Deco is an influential design style from the
1920s and 1930s characterised by its emphasis on
geometric forms. The movement developed in
response to Art Nouveau that was largely inspired
by natural, organic forms and lines. Both styles
were closely connected to the rise in status of
decorative and applied arts in the early 20th century.
Art Deco combined the forms and colours
popularised by modern art movements such as
Cubism and Fauvism, with rare and expensive
materials inspired by ancient Egyptian and Central
American art.

c.1929 | MAJESTIC
Did you know?
The Majestic is early example of hub-centred steering –
a mechanism similar to a car that made it a stable ride
in comparison to other motorcycles at the time. Hubcentred steering is now a common type of front-end
suspension.

LANDSCAPE | ART DECO
VISUAL
The Art Deco landscape features a decorative
frame shape with a crest-like motif at the centre,
top and bottom. This shape is replicated within
the landscape and draws inspiration from ancient
Egyptian art. The subtle embossing of the shape
references the artisan craftsmanship involved in
creating this design style.
AUDIO
Pascal Wintz
Rêve d’Amour (Love Dream) 2017
Originally composed by Franz Liszt in 1850

The song is playful with a sense of lightness and
freedom to represent the feeling after World War
One.

STYLE | MODERNISM
Modernism refers to a social and cultural movement
that embraced the values and ideals of the new
industrial world. Emerging towards the end of the
19th century, Modernism was particularly prominent
in the 1930s, although it continued to be a dominant
idea in art and design until the 1960s.
The period encompasses a number of different
styles, including abstract art, futurism, Bauhaus
and expressionism. However, Modernism is
generally characterised by a move away from
traditional values in art towards abstract forms,
experimentation with shape, line and colour, and an
emphasis on materials and techniques.

c.1942 | SOCOVEL ELECTRIC
Did you know?
The Socovel Electric was the world’s first massproduced electric motorcycle. It gained popularity
during the German occupation of Belgium in World
War Two, when rationing saw petrol in limited supply.
With a recent shift towards the production of electric
motorcycles, the Socovel is retrospectively considered
ahead of its time.

LANDSCAPE | MODERNISM
VISUAL
The app references the style of artist Piet
Mondrian (1872–1944) and the De Stilj
movement. Art and design were significantly
influenced by De Stilj and its emphasis on line,
form and colour.

AUDIO
John Cage
Sonata V
Sonatas and Interludes
(1946–48)

John Cage was the first artist to turn a piano into a percussive
instrument (known as a ‘prepared piano’). By fixing objects such
as paper, cutlery or screws onto or between the strings of a
piano, its sound can be temporarily altered.

STYLE | BRUTALISM
Brutalism is characterised by simple, block-like
forms. The term originates from the French ‘béton
brut’ referring to the use of raw or unfinished
concrete by architect and painter Le Corbusier
(1887–1965). Brutalist design emphasises
monumentality, strong lines, solid forms and
exposed or tactile surfaces.
Brutalism emerged after World War Two when
there was a need to rebuild quickly using low cost
materials. Particularly popular during the 1950s
and 1960s for low-cost housing and government
buildings, Brutalism eventually fell out of favour in
the 1980s.

1958 | HARLEY-DAVIDSON SPORTSTER XL
Did you know?
With its minimal but muscular profile, and integrated
engine and transmission, the Sportster is the longestlived continuously produced model in motorcycle
history. It is easily customised into a ‘chopper’ or a
‘bobber’ (removing all the excess body work such as
fenders) due to its light weight and clean lines.

LANDSCAPE | BRUTALISM
VISUAL
The Brutalist landscape uses giant concrete
geometric shapes to reference the aesthetic of
this style.

AUDIO
Tom Dissvelt and Kid Baltan
Song of the Second Moon
Electronic Popular Music (1957)

The references a style of music know as musique
concrète which was based on mixing together and
manipulating fragments of natural and industrial
sounds. The style is described as industrial and raw,
and as a result compared to Brutalism.

STYLE | POSTMODERNISM
First appearing around 1970, Postmodernism
refers to the period that followed the dominance of
Modernist ideas and values in the early to mid-20th
century. As a movement, it can be seen as a
reaction against Modernism, challenging many
accepted truths about art and design, to embrace
complexity and contradiction of meaning.
The Postmodernist period encompasses many
different styles, including pop art and neoexpressionism. Refusing to recognise established
rules around style or what art should be,
Postmodernism brought about a self-awareness of
style itself.

2016 | HAZAN BLACK KNIGHT
Did you know?
While its swooping bodywork gives a nod to the past, the
Black Knight is unequivocally original. With narrow, elegant
and seamless styling, the fully enclosed rear wheel conceals
all moving parts except the rear sprocket. Other custom
features include a girder fork-style front end and heatresistant glass oil tank.

LANDSCAPE | POSTMODERNISM
VISUAL
The app references the visual language of
conceptual artist Barbara Kruger. Her practice
often features black-and-white photographs
overlaid with large declarative statements that
challenge traditional notions of gender roles,
political issues, consumerism and mass media.

AUDIO
Kraftwerk
The Robots
Man Machine (1978)

Kraftwerk’s sound fits perfectly with Barbara Kruger’s imagery,
questioning the audience on elements of truth and the notion of
consumerism and what it means to be human.

STYLE | MEMPHIS
The Memphis Group was founded in the early
1980s by Italian architect and designer Ettore
Sottsass (1917–2007). Memphis combined the
geometric forms of Art Deco and the bright colour
palette of Pop Art with 1950s kitsch.
The clashing colours, bold patterns, haphazard
arrangements, and unusual forms were a
deliberate reaction to the understated and
functional styles of Modernism and Minimalism.
Memphis had a considerable influence on the
aesthetic of the 1980s and early 1990s.

1994 | BRITTEN V1000
Did you know?
The Britten V1000 caused a real stir among the racing bike
community when it first appeared in the early 1990s. The
striking colour scheme of powder blue and lipstick pink had
never been seen before on the racetrack.

LANDSCAPE | MEMPHIS
VISUAL
Various popular motifs from the 1980s have been
used in the Memphis landscape. These include
the grid, the cross and the circular arrangement
of dots and stripes.
The pastel colours and zigzags are also part of
the Memphis group aesthetic.
AUDIO
Boy Harsher
Lost
Careful (2019)

Boy Harsher references the sounds of the 1980’s elaborating
on the genres of dark wave and minimal synth. They are
influenced by forms of industrial electronic body music and
electro pop.

DESIGN STYLES
Select a design style and create a mood board that
communicates the key characteristics of this style.
• Explore the Motorcycle companion website to find more
motorcycles that correspond with your chosen design
style
• Expand your research into other areas that your style
has influenced (e.g. architecture, industrial design,
fashion, graphic design, interior design)
Using the concept of the Fuller Moto 2029 and your mood
board as inspiration, design a motorcycle that represents
the history of your chosen style, while also looking to the
future.

1929 | MAJESTIC
2019 | FULLER MOTO 2029
Did you know?
The Fuller Moto 2029 was built in anticipation of the 100th
anniversary of the iconic 1929 Majestic. The streamlined
torpedo shape recalls the Art Deco style of the original, but
the electric motor and 3D printed components firmly
position the Fuller Moto 2029 as a sleek bike of the future.

GLOSSARY
ABSTRACT ART | Non-representative or non-figurative art that focuses on the exploration of the basic elements of form, colour
and line. Abstraction is often seen as a means of depicting ideas such as order, truth, purity and spirituality. View artworks by: Sonia
Delaunay; Grace Crowley
ART NOUVEAU | A style of architecture and design characterised by curving lines and flowing, organic shapes that emerged during
the 1890s. The movement paralleled that of Symbolism in art.
BAUHAUS | An experimental school of art and design founded in Germany in 1919 and shut down by the Nazis in 1933. Bringing
together artists, architects, and designers, the Bauhaus focused on materials and functions rather than traditional art school
methodologies. View artworks by: Anni Albers; László Moholy-Nagy
CONCEPTUAL ART | Closely linked to minimalism, conceptual art emphasises the idea (or concept) behind the artwork rather than
the finished piece. Conceptual artists use whatever forms and materials best communicate their ideas, which may include
performance or text. View artworks by: Ian Burn; Rob MacPherson
CUBISM | The stylistic approach of breaking down objects and figures into distinct geometrical planes. Cubists seek to suggest
three-dimensional form by showing different viewpoints of their subjects at the same time within the two-dimensional plane of the
canvas. The Cubist movement established the idea that the work of art exists as an object in its own right and not merely as an
image or reflection of an aspect of reality. View artworks by: Pablo Picasso; Georges Braque

DE STILJ | Originally a magazine founded by Piet Mondrian and Theo van Doesburg, De Stilj became the name for the type of
abstract art practiced by Mondrian and other Dutch artists. The style emphasised horizontal and vertical lines, and solid blocks of
primary colours.
EXPRESSIONISM | A reactionary movement against Impressionism, expressionists sought to depict how the world felt rather than
how it looked. Characteristics include extreme angles, flattened forms, garish colours and distorted views. View artworks by: Georg
Baselitz; Willem de Kooning; John Molvig
FAUVISM | A term applied to a small group of early 20th century painters who used strong, expressive colours and thick dabs of
paint. Their use of non-naturalist colours and fragmented, abstract forms caused one critic to call the artists ‘fauves’ (French: ‘wild
beasts’) and the name remained. View artworks by: Maurice de Vlaminck; Georges Rouault
FUTURISM | An Italian art movement that sought to capture and express the beauty of speed. The Futurists depicted their subjects
with fragmented forms to suggest movement. View artworks by: Leonardo Dudreville
IMPRESSIONISM | Impressionists sought to capture movement and the changing qualities of light. They found that they could best
capture these by working ‘en plein air’ outside rather than in the studio. View artworks by: John Russell; Arthur Streeton
MINIMALISM | A form of abstract art, minimalism is characterised by the use of simple geometric shape, and the use of commercial
materials such as aluminium and fibreglass. Minimalist art makes no attempt to imitate reality. View artworks by: Rasheed Araeen
NEO-EXPRESSIONISM | A revival of the expressionist style in the 1980s that emerged in response to the dominance of
minimalism and conceptual art in the previous decades.

POP ART | Regarded as one of the first expressions of postmodernism, pop art began in the 1950s as a revolution against the
traditional view of what should be. Young artists at the time felt that art did not reflect their lives or the world around them, and
instead drew inspiration and imagery from popular culture and print advertising. View artworks by: Andy Warhol; Roy Lichtenstein;
Robert Indiana
SYMBOLISM | The Symbolism movement emerged in late 1880s as a reaction against the realistic depiction of the natural world.
Symbolist artists relied on motifs and metaphorical images to represent imaginary, dream-like worlds populated by mystical figures
drawn from literature and mythology. View artworks by: Bernard Hall; Sydney Long

